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Topology for Potentiality in Dance:
A Case Study of Iwabuchi Teita’s Method

OKAMOTO Hikaru

Abstract

A major theme of topology focused on dance since the twentieth century has been to reveal
choreographic aesthetics and practices that cannot be understood in terms of objective, static and
euclidean concepts of space. In particular, the contingency and dynamics of the boundary between the
interior and exterior of the body have often been explored. This boundary is questioned when modern
modes of thought based on various dichotomies are challenged and the concept of the in-between is
brought into focus.

However, the modern concept of ability has not been sufficiently questioned from this perspective.
The Japanese choreographer and dancer Teita Iwabuchi has developed his own dance method and
pursues a ‘body open to possibilities. This paper reveals the relationship between Iwabuchi’s idea of
‘potentiality’ and the Zen philosophy that influenced him, as well as Aristotle’s ‘dynamis’ and Agamben’s

‘potentiality’ In doing so, it reveals a topology of dance that reexamines what is ‘possible’
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