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Disruption of Dominant Source in Cross-Disciplinary Theatre Work:
In the Case of Dance Dance Revolutions

KODAMA Hokuto

Abstract

This paper explores the creative process of the cross-disciplinary theatre work Dance Dance
Revolutions (DDRS), written by Shuntaro Matsubara, and directed by Ayaka Ono Akira Nakazawa

Spacenotblank, to examine the mechanism in which the works ontological status is made
ambiguous. Regardless of one’s preferred ontological stance, the existence of the original score/text is
crucial to the identity of repeatable artworks, as it can indicate the abstract structure of the work, or
function as an anchor of the repetition of the practice. However, in DDRS, a troublesome but unique
methodology was employed to dismantle the categorization of the work, in which the text and direction/
choreography were created simultaneously in the initial stage of the process. This method makes it
difficult to grasp if the text was caused by the performance, or the other way around, and disrupts the
identification of the work’s “dominant source”.

Through the participatory observation as a performer of the work, this paper portrays how the
methodological disruption of causal order in the creative process made DDRS ontologically complex

while making it operative in practice.
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